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March 17, 2022  

Lynn Scott, Chair  
Ottawa-Carleton District School Board  
133 Greenbank Road  
Ottawa, Ontario  K2H 6L3  

Dear Ms. Scott,  

Thank you for your letter and for sharing the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board’s (OCDSB) 
continued interest in supporting the health of your students.   

While the overall direction for schools is provided by the Province, Ottawa Public Health (OPH) 
has worked closely with the OCDSB throughout the pandemic to provide timely and evidence-
based recommendations and guidance to keep schools as safe as possible. Additionally, OPH 
and our vaccination partners have successfully collaborated with the OCDSB and other local 
school boards to offer hundreds of COVID-19 vaccination clinics at school sites for staff, 
students, their families and surrounding communities. The remarkable work of school 
administration and staff to support these after-school clinics has contributed to the high rates of 
COVID-19 vaccine coverage in our community, with first dose vaccination rates approaching 
70% for 5 to 11-year-olds and 94% for 12 to 17-year-olds. This is a testament to the incredible 
partnership with Ottawa schools to ensure that vaccination, the most effective measure to 
combat COVID-19, is available to those in school settings.  

As you are aware, all policies related to mask mandates in schools are within the provincial 
government's purview.  Further, with the most recent update to the Reopening Ontario Act, local 
medical officers of health are now precluded from issuing Letters of Instruction to implement 
local measures, including the requirement that masks be worn in schools or other locations.    

Even in the absence of regulations requiring their use, masks continue to be an important part 
of our community's COVID response. Therefore, as indicated in our March 11, 2022 message to 
Ottawa-area school boards, OPH continues to strongly recommend mask use for people at risk 
for severe illness and for all to consider masking in indoor settings when physical distancing 
may be difficult, as well as increasing ventilation in indoor spaces whenever possible. Many 
residents remain at higher risk for severe illness and continuing to wear a mask is a simple and 
effective layer of protection that helps protect others.  

  



  

For children returning to school after March break, school will look and feel different, with some 
children continuing to wear masks and others not. We encourage families to have conversations 
with each other about what to expect, to assess risk for serious illness within their families and 
close contacts, and to make the best choice to protect themselves and each other.  

It’s also important to note that there are situations when masking will continue to be required, 
such as after returning from international travel, when exposed to a case of COVID-19 in the 
community or in the household, when taking public transportation and when attending school-
based immunization clinics.   

The use of well-fitting, high-quality masks is an important and effective measure we can still use 
to protect our health - alongside vaccination, staying home when sick, screening and other 
protective measures. We encourage the OCDSB to ensure their schools are mask-friendly 
places that enable those who choose to wear a mask to do so, including continuing to provide 
mask breaks for those staff and students during the school day. As has been the case 
throughout the pandemic, the OPH team stands ready to support the OCDSB and all its schools 
in this regard.   

We also recognize that based on the potential for the emergence of new variants and the 
spread of COVID-19, and as stated by the Province’s Chief Medical Officer of Health, there may 
be a time in the future when the Province reinstates mask mandates. As such, OPH will 
continue to work with the Province and the Chief Medical Officer of Health to closely monitor the 
key public health and health care system indicators and work closely with you and your team at 
the OCDSB.   

Sincerely,   

  

Dr. Brent W Moloughney, MD, MSc, FRCPC  
Deputy Medical Officer of Health  
Ottawa Public Health   

 


